




                                                                                        
      [Hani Zurob, untitled (2005). Image copyright the artist. Courtesy of Black Dog Publishing.]

Most unfortunate is Boullata’s overlooking of the indebtedness of Zurob’s painting to the second phase of post-Nakba
art. Given that a central theme of Between Exits is the exploration of space in relation to the self amidst political
conflict, displacement, and the “otherness” of exile, the author’s thesis would have benefited from a discussion of how
certain 1990s works by Tayseer Barakat and Nabil Anani, for example, were visibly influential to the young artist's early
mixed-media paintings. Overtime, Zurob deconstructed these fragmented compositions as he moved to neo-
expressionist self-portraits and abstract canvases that were, according to Boullata, first inspired by the stifling sense of
immobility and confinement of life in Ramallah’s “bubble” and then later intensified when encountering a dark period of
alienation in France. Although not included in the book, examples of Zurob’s early work show the bases for the palette
and gestural style of painting that shaped his initial approach to portraiture and abstraction, which he eventually
transformed in response to the aesthetic sensibilities of contemporary art in Europe and the spatial dynamics of life in
exile.  

                                                                                       
    [Hani Zuorb, "Heritage" (2009). Image copyright the artist. Courtesy of Black Dog Publishing.]



                                                                                  
 [Hani Zurob, "Flying Lesson n. 7" (2010). Image copyright the artist. Courtesy of Black Dog Publishing.]

Boullata’s dismissal of the formal progression of contemporary art in the West Bank and Gaza as he berates artists for
forging a “culture of resistance” works to support the bizarre argument that Zurob’s formative years only began once
he left the Occupied Territories. While frequently citing a (supposed) lack of aesthetics on the part of those who
employed symbolic imagery, Boullata contradicts his own hypothesis by connecting Zurob to Palestinian peers who—
although reflecting the leaps of today’s art with new media and updated technology—have built on the tradition of
using metaphoric representation when exploring the many dimensions of the occupation. In the end, the reader is left
wondering how an artist who is positioned as defying a “culture of resistance” can be simultaneously recognized as
developing in concert with what appears to be the current incarnation of this very culture.  
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